
   SMVDU & Univ. of West England enters into strategic understanding  

Seen in picture from Lt. to Rt. Prof. Alan Bensted, Prof. N.K Bansal, Mr. Prem Kapoor and Mr. Amit Chaturvedi 
 
Katra, August 5. Prof . Alan Bensted, Assistant Vice Chancellor, University of West 
England, Mr. Prem Kapoor, UWE representative from India and Mr. Amit Chaturvedi, 
Head North India, British Council Educational Activities visited Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
University with a mission to explore the possibility of entering into a strategic planning 
with SMVDU. Welcoming the guests, Prof. N.K Bansal, Vice Chancellor SMVDU gave 
an overview of the university, its achievements and future plans of expansion.  
 
In an overwhelming response, Prof. Bensted appreciated the fascinating frontier ground-
breaking areas into which the university is engaged in teaching and research. He 
reinforced the idea of transnational education in current age and hoped that the university 
will continue to grow at same pace as it has grown in the short span of 5 years. Speaking 
on the occasion, Mr. Prem  Kapoor said that the university like SMVDU is an ideal 
institution for University of West England to enter into a strategic planning. The Head, 
North India British Council Mr. Amit Chaturvedi who has visited SMVDU in past also 
shared a secret that he was impressed by the potential of SMVDU in the very first visit 
and that is why initiated this fruitful collaboration for the benefit of North India in 
particular and India in general.   
  
The interaction between Prof Bansal and Prof. Bensted and the Deans and Directors of 
various Colleges and Schools of SMVDU lasted for 2 hours followed by the visit of the 
team to different colleges of SMVDU.    
   


