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Campus Jottings
Swacch Bharat Culminates on Gandhi Jayanti at SMVDU
02nd Oct. 2018. On 149th birth anniversary of the Father of Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, a
ten-day long Swacch Bharat Mission, culminated and completed. The event was organised by the National
Service
Scheme (NSS) at
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University. All ten days
were
swarmed
with events and
activities. To address the physical and spiritual
growth of mind
and body, regular yoga sessions
were
conducted,
where a huge number of students, faculty members and staff actively participated.
Since the university has been committed to ‘Clean India-Green India’, various cleanliness and plantation drives were taken place on campus with a clear message-go
green, be healthy. To make ten days an engaging saga, various competitions were
also organised, such as sketching competition, themed “The legacy of Mahatma” and
an oratory competition, titled “Swacchata hi Seva”. Volunteers and students from the
faculties of Engineering, Sciences, Humanities, Architecture and Management contributed to the core, as reported by Mr. Sumanta S. Sharma, NSS Faculty Coordinator.
Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice Chancellor, SMVDU, congratulated the NSS team and appreciated their sincere efforts.

SMVDU Organizes One-Week FDP on Research Methodology
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08th Oct. 2018. The Human Resource Development Center (HRDC)at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University
organized one-week Faculty Development Program (FDP) on ‘Research Methodology’ from 08th -12th Oct.
18, which was inaugurated in the Matrika Auditorium. Dr. Shailla Cannie, Dean, Faculty of Nursing &
Principal, was the Chief Guest of the event, whereas Prof. D. Mukhopadhyay, Director, H.R.D.C., chaired
the inaugural session and graced the occasion as the Guest of Honor. Dr. M. M. Chaturvedi introduced
the theme of the FDP while emphasizing the need to master the existing methods & techniques of quantitative analysis along with new techniques suitable to Indian context. Prof. Mukhopadhyay asked the
participants to take the full benefit of this program while expressing his delight that H.R.D.C. has been
upgraded to Faculty Development Center (FDC) under the PMMMNMTT scheme of MHRD, GoI. The Chief
Guest, Dr. Shailla Cannie, expressed her satisfaction that SMVDU regularly organized such programs,
aiming at empowering research scholars and faculty towards better research. The FDP attracted a huge
participation from different parts of India, including Andhra, Odisha, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and others. Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor, emphasized that such events should be organized
often, and congratulated the H.R.D.C. team. The vote of thanks was presented by Dr. Sushil Mehta. The
inaugural session was also attended by Dr. Anil K. Tewari, Head, School of Philosophy & Culture, Ms.
Kanchan Gupta, and other faculty members and research scholars of the university.

SMVDU Orgnaizes National Training Program for IFS Officers

11th Oct. 2018. The School of Business at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University organized a two-day national training program for IFS officers on “emotional intelligence for workplace effectiveness”, funded by
the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, GoI. Dr. Jyoti Sharma, programme convener
& coordinator, introduced the relevance of being emotionally intelligent for tackling routine and strategic
issues to the IFS officers, participating across 13 Indian States. Prof. (Dr.) D. Mukhopadhyay, Dean,
Faculty of Management, emphasized upon the importance of managing emotions for unbiased and impersonal decisions in the organizations during his inaugural speech. Prof. V. K. Bhatt, Registrar, SMVDU,
hoped for the beneficial outcome by sensitizing the IFS officers. Also, he expressed the plans of conducting MDPs in future to bridge the gap between academia and expediency. The program include sessions
on values of emotional intelligence, its importance in workplace, and how they play a significant role in
decision making through effective leadership. Expert resource persons for the sessions included Mr. Saibal Dasgupta, Additional Director, General (Forest Conservator), MOEF & CC, New Delhi; Dr. Ashok
Bhatt, Director of Mindshare HR Consultancy Pvt. Ltd. and visiting faculty in IIM-Lucknow, Prof. W. C.
Singh, Central University, Manipur, besides the in-house subject experts. Dr. Rashi Taggar, Member, Organizing Committee & Assistant Professor, School of Business, expressed her gratitude to Dr. Sanjeev
Jain, Vice-Chancellor, SMVDU for his constant support and thanked the administration for providing resources for a smooth conduct of the program.
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SMVDU Vice Chancellor Chairs 6th Managing Council Meeting, TBIC

12th Oct. 2018. To foster entrepreneurial environment in the J&K region, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University’s Technology Business Incubation Centre held its 6th managing council meeting under the chairmanship of Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor, SMVDU. During the meeting, various policy matters as
well as issues, related to appraisal, evaluation and progress were discussed, as reported by Dr. Swarkar
Sharma (CEO) & Ms. Swati Sharma (Manager), SMVDU-TBIC. The TBIC team presented its exponential
growth, and highlighted successfully organised events, including innovation challenges which attracted
more than 200 ideas-some under consideration, others shortlisted for prototype development and fourteen converted as businesses and companies with Ministry of Corporate Affairs, GoI. The team also informed the members that TBIC supported startups getting national and international awards, signing of
MoU, joining of India Yatra Initiative (GoI), and launching of ‘Ambassador of Chance’ programme. The
meeting attended by Dr. Anil Wali, MD FIIT, IIT Delhi; Er. Yashwant Dev Panwar, Head Patent Facilitation Cell, TIFAC, New Delhi; CA Raghav Gupta, Member, Chamber of Commerce, Jammu, including inhouse Deans, Registrar, Finance Officer and Coordinator. The meeting concluded with a vote thanks to
the Chair and award distribution ceremony of “Rural Innovation Challenge”. Notably, the members were
highly impressed that 15 patents were filed by the SMVDU fraternity, and that the university is rather
focusing on intellectual property, including patents, copyrights and trademarks.

SMVDU Hindi Cell Organises Creative Writing Session
12th Oct. 2018. Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University has been promoting Hindi in the J&K region through
various events and activities. In this context, the
SMVDU Hindi Cell recently organised an interactive
session on the creative writing by Prof. Sandhya
Khare, Dept. of Hindi, Govt. PG Autonomous College, Chhatarpur, Madhya Pradesh. She interacted
with the students and discussed various methods
and techniques to write story, poem and essay in
Hindi. Also, she advised to read good literature for a
better formulation of emotions. The session was coordinated by Dr. Anil Tewari, Nodal Officer, Hindi
Cell. Students from different streams participated
and received valuable inputs related to creative writing.
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SMVDU Organises TEDx Talks

24th Oct. 2018. When it comes to inspire the students, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University leaves no
stone unturned. Following this, under the aegis of TEDxSMVDU various interactive talks were organised
where speakers from diverse backgrounds delivered talks and enlightened the students with their words
of wisdom. Inspiring talks were delivered by different speakers, including Dr. Shankar Venugopal (Dean
of Mahindra, Technical Academy), Mr. Akash Srivastava (CEO, Flydex Automobiles Pvt. Ltd.), Ms.
Sandhya Suri (Retd. Naval Officer & Executive Director Divote Pvt. Ltd.), Mr. Amitabh Reu (Associate
Director & Business Head Panasonic), Ms. Damini Mahajan (Co-founder & CEO, Wemakescholars.com),
Dr. Awdhesh Singh (Retd. IRS Officer) and Mr. Chandan Bhawnani (Executive Vice President, Yes
Bank ). This student initiative event was well coordinated under the able guidance of SMVDU faculty
members: Dr. R. K. Jha; Dr. H. G. Mishra; and Mr. Mir Irfan Ul Haq. The Vice-Chancellor, SMVDU, Dr.
Sanjeev Jain, believed, this short talk model is more appropriate for young minds and it works more
than a formal classroom teaching, since present day education demands inspiring more than teaching.
The student volunteers, namely Mr. Tarun Mahajan & Mr. Ashutosh Pandey, presented the vote of
thanks.

SMVDU Organises Annual Tech Fest Titiksha & International Conference

25th Oct. 2018. Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University organised its annual technical festival, Titiksha 2018,
along with 5th International Conference on ‘Recent Trends and Advancements in Engineering and Technology’ where Dr. Ram Vishwakarma, Director, IIIM-CSIR, Jammu graced the occasion as the Chief
Guest. Titiksha attracted a huge participation from more than 21 institutes across the country, whereas
during the conference, more than 250 research papers were presented by Indian and international delegates, including Germany, South Africa, France, and Netherlands. Titiskha featured the events, such as
Robo-war, Trebuchet, Game of Codes, Robo Schoker, A’ Maze Solver Clock, and alike, whereas 7 technical and academic sessions were conducted during the conference, as reported by Dr. Rakesh Jha,
President, Board of Professional Activities, SMVDU. Previously, in his welcome address, Dr. Vishwakarma, Chief Guest and Director, IIIM-CSIR, Jammu deliberated upon the sincere efforts of the scientific
community nationwide, and he was full of praise for SMVDU, while describing it an institution of high
prestige. During the conference abstract-proceedings release, Dr. V. K. Bhat, Registrar, Dr. Yugal Khajuria, Dean of Students Welfare, Mr. Vinod Sharma, Administrative Officer, Mr. Romesh Singh (KAS),
Finance Officer, Dr Sumeet Gupta, Associate Dean (Academic Affairs), Mr. Samir Vohra, Assistant Registrar, and others were present. Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice Chancellor, conveyed his best wishes to the organising teams, and expected substantial outcome.
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SMVDU Participates in 14th FICCI Higher Education Summit, 2018
31st Oct. 2018, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University participated in the 14 th FICCI Higher Education Summit, Global Conference and Exhibition, themed ‘University of Future’ inaugurated in Vigyan Bhavan, New
Delhi. Notably, the university received overwhelming response from visitors from India
and
across
the
globe,
including
academicians, administrators and educational consultants from Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Tunisia, Russia, Poland, Nigeria, Iran,
Portugal, Maldives, Mexico, and Kenya. The
foreign delegates explored the SMVDU stall
for joint collaborations, students exchanges
and admissions, and for bilateral ties of
mutual benefits. The lead team of Dr. HarGovind Mishra, Dr. Balbir Singh, Mr. B. K.
Bhatia, including students, namely Ms. Simran Nanda, Ms. Bhavani Gupta, Mr. Lovlesh &
Mr. Madhav represented the university in the exhibition. Significantly, SMVD University has been progressively gaining recognition internationally, and gradually moving on a path to become an international university. Also, SMVDU Start-up, eSmart Software team, led by Mr. Santosh Kumar also showcased
it in the exhibition. Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice Chancellor, SMVDU, envisaged, such world class exhibitions as
a form of social engagement, and a key site for opening platform for educators at international level.

SMVDU Becomes Multi-Institutional Centre for Advance Research
27th Oct. 2018. Another feather in Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University’s cap as the university will be a
multi-institutional centre for advance research in human reproductive health. Notably, the Indian Council
of Medical Research established its
nodal centre at SMVDU, including
three collaborative universities,
namely Uni. of Jammu (UoJ);
Uni. of Kashmir (UoK); and Central Uni. of Jammu (CUJ) have
been sanctioned a funding of INR
10 crores, as reported by Dr.
Rakesh Thusoo, the lead investigator and senior faculty, School of Biotechnology, SMVDU. Further, he
informed, other eminent researchers & scientists associated with centre are: Prof. Manoj Dhar (VC, Jammu varsity); Prof. Raies Qadri (UoJ), Dr. Audesh Bhat (CUJ) and Dr. Swarkar Sharma (SMVDU). Dr.
Thusoo, an alumnus of AIIMS & Washington University, emphasised that the centre would deal with issues, such as primary and secondary infertility-locally as well as globally. He reiterated, infertility impacts 25% of couples of childbearing ages globally; however, primary and secondary infertility figures in
India is 3 & 8 percent respectively as per WHO. Dr. Thusoo expressed his gratitude to Dr. Sanjeev Jain,
Vice-Chancellor, SMVDU for his vision for the multi-investigational project, and he expressed that it was
not possible without his guidance, encouragement and administrative support-the J&K state would be
indebted to him. Notably, SMVDU has excelled in all fields under Dr. Sanjeev Jain’s leadership. The centre would represent a perfect amalgamation of experienced and young minds as accomplished academicians as well as young scientists would work in collaboration. The Vice Chancellors of all four universities
expressed their delight on the sanction of this centre and assured their support to collaborating scientists. The centre would be an important milestone in establishing strong collaborative research efforts in
the state. Further, it is expected that the outcomes of the research would go a long way in improving
human health in the state.

VOLUME

6,

ISSUE

X

PAGE

6

SMVDU Organises Refresher Course on MATLAB & Research Tools
20th Oct. 2018. To enhance the research environment in the J&K region, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra organised a twoweek faculty refresher course
on ‘Introduction to MATLAB
and Research Enhancement
Tools’ 20-29 Oct. 2018. This
course,
collaborated
with
HRDC, SMVDU, is third in the
series out of eight, and sponsored
by
TEQIP-III
and
MATLAB Inc., as reported by
Dr. Amit K. Pandit, Coordinator of the program. Further, he emphasised that such programs were need
of the hour as they dealt with research enhancement tools-a prerequisite for a good research. Dr. Kumud Jha, Head, Electronics & Communication Engineering,SMVDU briefed that this program incorporated
various research topics, such as motivation, team building, research methodology, art of writing and
publishing quality research papers. Further, the coordinator hoped that participants across the country
would have enhanced their skills and research profiles. Many faculty members were present during the
inaugural session, including Mr. Anil Bhardwaj, Dr. Ashutosh Vasishtha, and Mr. Sanjeev Wadhwan to
name a few. Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor, SMVDU conveyed his best wishes to the participants, and
wished that such programs would be organised often. The inaugural session concluded with a vote of
thanks, presented by Dr. Pandit.

External Expert
Prof. Prabhjot Parmar, Uni. Of Fraser Valley addresses Students
04th Oct. 18. The School of Languages and Literature at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University is a research
oriented department at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra which holds special lectures to help
students
decide on
the
right
field of research. In
this
context,
the
school organised an
extension
lecture on “Cinema in Postcolonial India with Special Focus on Bombay Cinema” by Prof. Prabhjot Parmar, Professor, Department of English at University of Fraser Valley, Canada. In her discourse, the eminent professor focused upon the mise-en-scene in Hindi cinema with particular reference to contemporary movies. The insightful conglomeration of films as an academic discipline, theory and its practice
was quite beneficial for the students and assisted them in developing a global mindset. Prof. Parmar
conducted her research into the Indian experience of WWI as part of her post-doctoral research. Her area of specialisation includes postcolonial literatures and theory; South Asian literature and cinema; migration and diaspora studies; multicultural Britain and Canada; women's studies; memory and history;
world war and colonial soldiers; modern British fiction. Dr. Amitabh V. Dwivedi, Head, School of Languages and Literature, appreciated her interactive and enriching sessions. The vote of thanks was presented by Dr. Simran Preet Kaur.
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Prof. Samdarshi, CU Jharkhand Addresses SMVDU Students
06th Oct. 2018. Through extension lectures various schools of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University impart
quality education
to the students.
In this context,
the School of Energy Management
invited Prof. S. K.
Samdarshi
of
Central University,
Jharkhand
who is also an
Adjunct Professor,
SMVDU for two-day lecture series from 03rd -04th Oct. 2018. The eminent professor delivered interactive
sessions on the photovoltaic material and new types of solar photovoltaic panels which was attended by
faculty members, researchers, and M. Tech. students of the school. Prof. Samdarshi also encouraged the
students to work in the direction of solar photovoltaic in future. The lecture series concluded with a formal vote of thanks presented by Dr. Sanjeev Anand, Head, School of Energy Management. Dr. Sanjeev
Jain, Vice-Chancellor,(SMVDU) wished that the School of Energy Management would come up with a research that would help fulfil the dream of honorable Prime Minister of gaining country’s 80% power requirement from solar PV.

Prof. Sharma of IIT Delhi Addresses at SMVDU Workshop

06th Oct, 18. On the occasion of annual Tech Fest at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, the School of
Biotechnology, organised a workshop on “Protein Modeling”, where Dr. Shilpi Sharma, Professor, IIT,
New Delhi, spoke on nuclei acid, its structures and biological functions, also highlighting the building
blocks of cells in all living creatures of all kingdoms. Interestingly, the idea that in the movie of life on a
molecular scale, proteins are the action heroes captures attention during various sessions. The workshop
was attended by the faculty members, research scholars, students and delegates who had an enriching
experience, said Dr. Indu Bhushan. The interactive technical sessions were conducted by Dr. Parvez and
Mr. Inder Pal Singh, as reported the organisers, namely Dr. R. Kumar, Er. A. K. Yadav, and Dr. Bhushan.
Further, Prof. V. Verma, Dean, Faculty of Engineering, presented a vote of thanks to Prof. Sharma for
her words of wisdom. Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor (SMVDU), believed, expert lectures by eminent
professors inspire a passion for the subject among students, and simultaneously ignite their love for
learning.

Prof. Goyari Addresses SMVD University Students
18th Oct. 2018. There is no substitute of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University when it comes to provide
quality education and conducting research in the region. In this vein, Prof. Phanindra Goyari, Dept. of
Economics, Central University, Hyderabad was on a two-day academic visit to Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
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University to assess the research progress of a research scholar, namely Ms. Nusrat Akber, who has
been pursuing her doctorate under
the supervision of Dr. Kirtti Ranjan, School of Economics (SoE).
Prof. Goyari, an eminent professor and a well-known economist, also delivered an expert
talk on ‘Asymmetric Information
in Economics: Principal-Agent
Problem, Moral Hazard & Adverse Selection’. Interestingly,
he highlighted a common problem of labor market, the employer can look at job-seeker’s
CV and past references, but
once employed he cannot guarantee the attitude of the worker. Notably, Prof. Goayari was a
Raman visiting fellow to Texas
University, USA, and received ‘APJ
Kalam
Ratna’ for his contribution in research and teaching. The professor also met and interacted with students & faculty members of School of Economics. Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor (SMVDU), believed
that expert lecture by eminent professor would inspire a passion for the subject among students, and
simultaneously would ignite their love for learning.

SMVDU Organises Lecture Series by IIT Professors

23rd Oct. 2018. The School of Languages and Literature at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University organized a
lecture series during 22nd -23rd Oct, 2018 on various topics related to languages & literature, including
Mathew Arnold’s Dover beach, Arthur Miller’s Death of Salesman, Saul Bellow’s The Victim, Robert
Frost’s Poems, Keat’s Ode to Nightingale by Prof. Neelkanthan, Professor, Dept. of English, IIT Kanpur,
whereas Prof. Shweta Sinha, Dept. of English, IIT, Patna delivered lectures on ‘Linguistics Imperialism’
and ‘Language, gender & power’. In their discourses, the eminent professors focused upon the distinctive writing styles of these writers, the socio-political backdrop and literary trends, along with the linguistic and semiotic variations, including the correlation between language, gender and power. The insightful conglomeration of all the discussed areas, such as academic discipline, theory and its practice
was quite beneficial for the students and assisted them in developing a global mindset. Dr. Amitabh V.
Dwivedi, Head, School of Languages and Literature thanked the delegates for delivering interactive and
enriching sessions. Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor (SMVDU), wished that such lectures to be organised often.
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CSIR-DSL, Pune Scientist Addresses SMVDU Students

29thOct.18. School of Biotechnology, a leading and research oriented department at Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi University (SMVDU), organised invited lectures by eminent scientist Dr. Ashok P. Giri, Head, Biochemical Sciences Division, CSIR-DSL, Pune. Three sessions were conducted on biochemical aspects of
synthesis of various secondary metabolites in plants and their relationship with environment, growth and
development stages, as reported by Dr. Sharda Potukuchi & Mr. Inderpal Singh. Talking on the importance of invited lectures, Prof. V. Verma, Dean, Faculty of Engineering, informed, these lectures are
the part of Expert Lecture Series that have been organised in the school on time to time. Following the
principle that let knowledge come from all directions, Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor (SMVDU), emphasised on the outcome-based-education where education beyond syllabus must be covered through
such extension activities. Dr. Giri’s research group have been working on understanding of the plantinsect interaction at molecular level that will serve as a basis for developing strategies for plant protection in sustainable manner with minimizing use of chemicals, reported Dr. Sharda Potukuchi. Further,
she informed, Dr. Giri’s visit shall open up new avenues for cooperation in several academic fronts, including publications, development of patentable processes and designs. Additionally, the faculty members expressed their gratitude to the scientist and expected that it would motivate the potential researchers. The sessions were attended by students, research scholars and faculty members of the
school. The vote of thanks was presented by Dr. Vinod Singh.

SMVDU Organises Expert Talk on Universal Design
31st Oct. 2018. School of Architecture and Landscape Design (SoALD) at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra organised an expert talk on
‘Universal Design: Built Environment Assessable for All’ for B. Arch. students where Prof.
(Ar.) Kavita Murudkar of Dr. B. N. College of
Architecture (BNCA), Pune conducted a session
on how to strengthen architectural design
skills. Prof. Murugkar is a leading Disability Inclusion Consultant and Universal Access Specialist in India who has been working consistently to promote people centric and inclusive
design practice & education amongst architectural fraternity, as informed by Prof. Rajeev Garg, Head of the school, in his welcome address. Further,
Prof. Murudkar, also Director, Design Bridge Foundation, sensitised students about the need for Inclusive Built Environment and Barrier Free Building Design through an informative and engaging presentation, covering several aspects of Barrier Free Built Environment. The talk was a part of extension activities, regularly conducted at various schools at SMVDU through which they impart quality education to
students. The session was attended by students and faculty members and concluded with a vote of
thanks. Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor, SMVDU, said, extension lectures motivate students and provide them with innovative ideas for future research.
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Celebration & Day Observed
SMVDU Fraternity Celebrates Dussehra
18th Oct. 2018. Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra celebrated Dussehra on campus where a huge
number of faculty members & staff along
with their family joined and enjoyed the
festivities. All were filled with great joy and
enthusiasm in the presence of Registrar,
Dean of Students and Chairperson, Media
Cell, namely Prof. V. K. Bhat, Dr. Yugal
Khajuria and Dr. Amitabh V. Dwivedi respectively. The children were dressed up in
their best, like Ram; Sita; Ravana; Laxman
and Durga, and showcased their histrionics
and dance performances during the occasion. The significance of Dussehra was also
described with the help of poetry recitation,
while highlighting the ten inauspicious qualities of Ravana. A quiz was also organised for the little kids which held everyone’s attention intact
throughout the event. The luscious dinner at university guest house culminated the celebration. Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor, (SMVDU) extended his warm greetings and good wishes to all.

Concordance 2018 Celebrated at SMVD University
22nd Oct. 2018. Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University organised its first mega fest, namely Concordance2018 under the aegis of the Board of Cultural Activities (BCA). With a variety of performances on dance
and music, Concordance serves as an official welcome to the incoming batches, including B. Tech.; B.
Arch.; M. Tech.; MSc; MA; MBA; and MCA where fresh candidates, along with their seniors, formed
groups, joined hands, practiced in coordination and performed enthusiastically, as reported the coordinators, namely Mr. Sumanta S. Sharma, Mr. Mir Irfan Ul Haq, Dr. Vivek Singh and Dr. Surender Singh.
The entire process started a
month back with shortlisting
students through talent hunt,
auditions, screening and various other contests, and Concordance provided a platform
for a healthy interaction between the senior and fresh students.
The
performances
ranged from songs, beatboxing, solo musical instrument
performance to different dance
forms were conducted, whereas the cherry on the cake was
the concluding Bhangra performance which spell-bounded
everyone. The beauty of the
event was amplified as the performers, back stage support, together with committee members cooperated and coordinated so much so that it reached perfection and a grand success.
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Social Responsibility
SMVDU Organizes Education Campaign Drive

03rd Oct. 2018. A good institution not only imparts quality education but also engages itself into the welfare of society. Following that, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University has been organising a students-run
social welfare program “VIKALP” since its inception where the university students impart education to
the needy children of nearby villages. This semester SMVDU students actively participated in the program and covered three villages. The Vikalp team also conducted computer classes for the children so
that they may get an opportunity to connect with World Wide Web. An education-awareness campaign
was also organized to raise awareness regarding literacy and higher education among parents and
guardians. Considering children’s comfort and ease and clubbing it with time-management, adequate
transport facility was also arranged. In order to tap the overall development of children and to enhance
their interpersonal skills, weekly activities were meticulously scheduled, making a balance between academics and extracurricular activities. All children were provided with free-of-cost books and stationery
items, an initiative much appreciated by the villagers. Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor (SMVDU), lauded the efforts put up by the students, and believed more families would be benefitted of this noble initiative.

Faculty/Staff Updates
SMVDU faculty Attends IISER Workshop
09th Oct. 2018. Dr. Narendra K. Bairwa, faculty member, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra attended the national workshop (Sept.-Oct. 2018) on “Research based Pedagogical
Tools (RBPT)” organised by the Centre of Excellence in Science & Mathematics Education (COESME), Indian Institute of Science Education Research (IISER), Pune and
supported by Department of Biotechnology (DBT), GoI, and British Council. Dr. Bairwa, a Ramalingaswami fellow, also got a chance to present his research through paper presentation. Notably, a team from Sheffield Hallam University, UK conducted the
sessions during the workshop that aimed at orienting the science teachers at undergraduate and postgraduate level to learn research based pedagogical tools while
incorporating them in teaching methodology. The faculty member thanked the administration particularly, Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor, SMVDU for providing him with
this opportunity to help focus in educating and improve teaching quality.
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SMVDU Fraternity Attends PyCon-2018 at HICC, Hyderabad
17th Oct. 18. Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University fraternity, including B Tech students (Semester-III, V, &
VII) and their mentor, namely Dr. Sharada M. Potukuchi, SoBT & technical aid, Mr. Himmat Raj Sharma,
attended the International PyCon-2018 at IIIT, Hyderabad-a premier annual conference in India on using and developing the Python programming language conducted by the Python developer community.
The SMVDU students attended 36 sessions, including community meets
to acquaint themselves
with the use and implementation of Python. The
event was followed by
workshop, conference and
developers sprints days.
Mr. Abhishek Kumar, Deep
Learning Engineer, Predible Health, Bangalore, one
of the esteemed Alumni,
SMVDU also delivered a talk
on ‘Exploring PyTorch for AI assistance in Medical Imaging’ during the event. The students actively participated in the competitive events and won many prizes, as reported Dr. Potukuchi. Further, the event
was inaugurated by Mr. Kushal Das and Ms. Marlene Mhangami, Directors, Python Software Foundation.
Notably, 11 eminent speakers of international repute and 4 keynote speakers delivered their lectures on
topics, such as Satellite Image Processing, Larscale Web Crawling, Creating 3rd Generation APIs, Language Model, Piping and Parallelism, Handling DASH streams - Generation, Consumption & Clipping,
and alike. The students and their mentor thanked the SMVDU administration for their support, and
showed their gratitude towards Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor, SMVDU for his motivation and encouragement.

Papers Published/Presented/Invited Talks
SMVDU Professor Delivers Talk on Space Science
13th Oct. 2018. Dr. Ashok K. Sharma, Professor & Head, School of Physics, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University delivered an
invited talk at National Workshop, titled ‘Imagining the
future of the Space
Science and its Strategic Importance’ at
Central
University,
Jammu. The objective
of the workshop was to create a general awareness in teachers and research scholars in the J&K state
about the importance of space sciences. Dr. Sharma motivated the young minds to go for research in
space sciences through collaborating with and joining up the ISRO laboratories. The titles of his talks
were: Indian navigation satellite system and the role of ionosphere in communication. Also, his mentored MSc students of School of Physics, SMVDU, took part in the poster presentations which were hugely appreciated by the audience during the workshop. Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor, (SMVDU)
congratulated Prof. Ashok K. Sharma, and hoped that the School of Physics, SMVDU would find ways so
that it may collaborate with the space science agencies like ISRO in near future.
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Dr. Balbir Singh, Associate Professor, from School of Mechanical Engineering, contributed one book
chapter 'Wire Electrical Discharge Machining' published in a Book ‘Modern Machining Processes’,
ISSN:978-93-8676-183-5, Publisher : Ane Books Pvt. Ltd, New Delhi.
Er.Yatheshth Anand, School of Mechanical Engineering presented a paper titled “ Transient 3-D Modelling of Ceiling Fan for Achieving Thermal Comfort ” in the conference held in Chicago.
Supran Kumar Sharma conducted training sessions on ‘Basics of Research Methodology on 9th October
2018, at Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agriculture, Jammu.
Supran Kumar Sharma delivered Talk as Special Address in International Symposium on ‘Community
Engagement and Social Development: Lesson for Developing Countries’ at BPS Mahila Vishwavidyalaya,
Sonipat, Haryana.
Supran Kumar Sharma conducted training session in workshop on ‘Statistical Inference using software
SPSS and E-Views’ at BPS Mahila Vishwavidyalaya, Sonipat, Haryana.
Dr. Anil Kumar Tewari delivered an invited lecture in the Symposium "Kashmir Shaiva Philosophy and
Culture" on 21st Oct. 2018 in the Department of Philosophy, University of Lucknow. The Symposium was
part of the 63rd Session of All India Philosophy Association organized by the Department from 21 st - 23rd
Oct. 2018.
Parvez Singh Slathia and Preeti Sharma. Published a paper, titled ‘Conserved epitopes in variants of
amastin protein ofTrypanosoma cruzi for vaccine design: A bioinformatics approach. Microbial Pathogenesis (2018) 125, 423-430. (SCI Journal, Impact Factor- 2.33).
Neelu Raina, Preeti Sharma, Deepali Bhagat, Parvez Singh Slathia. Comparative studies for bioethanol
production using agricultural and forest wood residue. New Biotechnology (2018) 44, S126-127. (SCI
Journal, Impact Factor- 3.7).
Dr. Rashi Taggar delivered a lecture on ‘Factor Analysis’ in FDP on Research Methodology, 8th to
12th October, 2018, organized by HRDC, SMVD University.
Dr. Rashi Taggar presented Paper titled ‘Relationship Quality improving Supply Chain Operational Performance’ presented at ICRTAET-2018 on 25th October, 2018 at SMVD University.
Dr. Amitabh V. Dwivedi delivered a lecture on “How to Publish your Research in FDP on Research Methodology 8th - 12th October, 2018 organised by HRDC, SMVD University.
Dwivedi A.V. (2018) Language and Thought. In: Leeming D. (eds) Encyclopedia of Psychology and Religion. Springer, Berlin, Heidelberg.
Dwivedi A.V. (2018) Varna. In: Jain P., Sherma R., Khanna M. (eds) Hinduism and Tribal Religions. Encyclopedia of Indian Religions. Springer, Dordrecht.
Dr. Anil Tiwari Dwivedi delivered a lecture on “Research Ethics” 8th - 12th October, 2018 organised by
HRDC, SMVD University.
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Student Updates
Researcher Presents Paper at International Conference, Dubai
3rd Oct. 2018. Ms. Akanksha Badyal, Research Student, School of Languages and Literature, SMVD University presented a paper entitled “Dialectic of Root and Multiplicity: A Post Feminist
Inquiry of Indian Chick- Lit” at International Conference on “Research in Social Science and Humanities” Dubai, United Arab Emirates from 30 September-1 October,
2018. Her research paper aimed at exploring the rhizomatic attitude of chick generation who by defying the dialectics of root and multiplicity, exercises the post-feminist
ideology of choice and individuality. Ms. Badyal has been working under the supervision of Dr. Anurag Kumar and Dr. Amitabh V. Dwivedi, at the School of Languages
and Literature, SMVDU. Her research area dwells into investigation of chick lit genre
in Indian Literature. Sharing her experience at the conference, Akanksha Badyal
said, an assortment of research on distinctive works is surely a great assistance and
will also provide an impetus to delve into research further. Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor, appreciated the researcher’s effort and hoped that other researchers of the School would also explore and present
research at international level.

SMVDU Researcher Attends Workshop in China
4th Oct. 18. Ms. Vibha Mahajan, a researcher of School of Business at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University,
Katra participated in a two-week long workshop
at Guangzhou, China. Notably, Ms. Mahajan
was the only Indian flag-bearer, besides other
13 internationally selected participants, who
interacted with industry experts and civil society regarding policy developments in China. This
workshop, sponsored by UNCTAD and MOST,
China, was an enriching experience for the candidate as issues, including policy making, experiences in developing sciences, and technology
& innovation for sustainable development wrt
agriculture, public health and environmental protection were discussed extensively, as reported by Dr.
Jyoti Sharma, the candidate’s PhD supervisor. During the workshop, the participants made field visits to
Guangdong cities of Shenzhen, Foshan, Dongguan and Guangzhou where they learned how to deal with
urban waste and maintain sustainable development with the help of technology, innovation and industrial incubation. Ms. Mahajan also got a chance to showcase her research on India’s STI policies for sustainable development to the foreign delegates from Iran, Sri Lanka, South Africa, Thailand and others.
The researcher was felicitated with a certificate on the completion of the workshop. Dr. Sanjeev Jain,
Vice-Chancellor (SMVDU), congratulated the researcher and wished her a success in her future endeavours.

SMVDU Researchers Felicitated with ‘Atal Vani Puraskar’
10th Oct. 2018. The students of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University never miss a chance to bring laurels
to the institution. Until recently, research students, namely Ms. Ruchi Shah and Ms. Sonali Verma
grabbed the silver and bronze medals respectively under the prestigious ‘Atal Vani Puraskar’. Ms. Shah,
also a DST woman scientist (WoS-A), received this award for her work on esophageal carcinoma, reported her guide, Dr. Swarkar Sharma, whereas Prof. V. Verma & Dr. Rakesh Thusoo were full of praise for
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their researcher, Ms. Sonali Verma. Further, the researchers showcased their works through poster and
paper presentations in ‘Atal Protsahan Satra’ in two-day International Cancer Conference “Crab-e-Con,
IV”, organized by LBNROH in collaboration with NZAROI and
Maharishi Dayanand Hospital, Jammu. In poster presentation,
Mr. Gh. Rasool Bhat, Ms. Vaishali and Mr. Akash bagged all top
three medals respectively, reported their mentor, Dr. Thusoo.
Notably, the genetics group of SMVDU is a leading, research oriented group, working assiduously for elucidation of genetic
landscape of fatal diseases, including Cancer in J&K. Dr Deepak Abrol, a top-notch oncologist and the
convener of the workshop, congratulated the awardees. The research students and their supervisors
showed their gratitude to Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor, for providing excellent research facilities in
the School of Biotechnology.

SMVDU Students Bagged 1st Prize at Chandigarh University
15th Oct. 2018. When it comes to bring laurels to Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, the students never
miss a chance. Until recently, the students of School of Languages & Literature were acknowledged for their calibre at
Chandigarh University, Mohali where they participated in the
4th National Literary Fest. Tanu Gupta and Simranjeet Kaur
bagged the 1st prize in a debate competition with cash of INR
5,100/- for their insightful debate on “women are underpaid,
undervalued and under-utilised”, for and against the motion
respectively. Other students, namely Anjali Manhas, Riya Verma, Anmoll Khanna, Jasleen , Tushar sharma, Anjali Devi,
Prabhleen Kour and Sandeep Kaur participated in different
events, such as Quizzinaire, Quizical, Wordstorke, Presentation, Youth Parliament, Story Telling, Quizzophillic, and Anchor Hunt. Incidentally, Riya Verma won a contest and got a chance to sing live at 98.3
FM, Radio Mirchi. The faculty coordinators, namely Dr. Simranpreet Kaur and Dr. Ranbir Kaur, trained
the students under their guidance, and assisted them to the events, as reported Dr. Amitabh V.
Dwivedi, Head, School of Languages & Literature. Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor, congratulated the
winners, and hoped that they would be successful in every sphere of their lives.

SMVDU Organises Inter-hostel Basketball Men’s Tournament
07th Oct.18. Final of a week-long inter-hostel Basketball men’s tournament was held at Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi University. The event witnessed a close fight from both the finalists, out of 6 teams that participated enthusiastically during the event. The
league matches started mid-Sept. onwards amongst all the teams to make it
to the finals. Vindhyanchal Hostel, team
captain, Mr. Kartik Sharma went on to
defeat Trikuta Hostel, team captain, Mr.
Shivankit Andotra in a neck-to-neck final
match, with a score of 49-48; Mr. Rohit
Malik scored the highest number of baskets. The students performed splendidly
and proved themselves while showing their best and were honoured for their skills. Sh. Ashok Kumar,
Director Sports, SMVDSB and Sh. Rajiv Kumar, Incharge Sports, SMVDU, attended the finals All the
matches of the tournament were officiated by Sports Coach Sh. Sucha Singh and Mr. Sumit Sharma.
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SMVDU Organises Industry-institute Interaction
24th Oct. 2018. Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University always focuses on making a fine balance between industry and institute, and in this context, the
School of Architecture & Landscape Design
(SoALD) organised a special session under industry-institute interactions for B. Arch. students where Mr. Varun Wahal of H & R Johnson delivered an expert talk on how to impart
learning for good industry exposure. An informative and engaging presentation filled the
audience with awe, while the expert of corporate business development covered aspects of
manufacturing and application of building tiles.
Students and faculty members not only participated in the interactive and informative session but also
found solutions to their architectural problems. Further, Mr. Rajinder Singh of H & R Johnson assisted
the expert in presenting the company profile, while showcasing the building products and projects executed nationally and internationally. Previously, Prof. Rajiv Garg, Head of the School, welcomed Mr.
Wahal, and informed the audience about the constant endeavour of SMVDU in building academiaindustry interaction for effective and enhanced learning. Faculty members-architects, including Abhiney
Gupta, Anoop K Sharma, Satyanshu Kumar, Anil Wali and Romesh Sharma expressed their gratitude to
the expert. The event concluded with a vote of thanks presented by the School.

SMVDU Research Scholar Bags Elite + Gold NPTEL Certificate
24th Oct. 18. Mr. Vivudh Gupta, a research student, School of Mechanical Engineering at Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi University, Katra bagged elite plus gold certificate in the online NPTEL course on
‘Manufacturing of Composites’, conducted by the IIT, Kanpur. Notably, the candidate
made into the top 1% of certified candidates in the eight-week course at all India level
as reported his supervisors, namely Dr. Balbir Singh & Dr. R. K. Mishra. The course familiarised the research student with the important aspects of composites manufacturing, including process selection guidelines, composites manufacturing processes, process parameters and characterisations. The research student thanked SMVD University
and his mentors for providing him quality education, and he is looking forward to registering in such courses in near future.

SMVDU Students Experience Maintenance Practices in Railway System
25th Oct. 2018. Students pursuing M.Tech. in Manufacturing & Automation from the School of Mechanical Engineering, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, visited Jammu Tawi Railway Station to study the
maintenance activities being performed in
Indian Railway system, under the faculty
supervision of Dr. Balbir Singh and Er.
Sanjay Mohan Sharma. Team of SSE, including Mr. G. L. Sharma, Mr. Satyarth
Gupta, Mr. Upnesh Bhati, & Mr. Udipan
Sharma demonstrated the primary and
secondary maintenance activities undertaken for trains in the washing shed. Mr.
Satyarth Gupta explained the challenges
and operational management of railways systems to provide safe, timely and comfortable journey to
passengers. Further, students also took keen interest in learning special type of repair work being undertaken on coaches and bogies in sick line complex.
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Researcher Presents Paper at Bengaluru
29th Oct. 2018. Ms. Chaahat Gupta, Research Scholar at School of Computer Science & Engineering,
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, attended International Conference on Intelligent Computing at Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham University, Bengaluru, 25 th-27th October, 2018.
During the Conference, the candidate presented a paper entitled “GLCM Parameters
Analysis for Pyoderma Image Variants” which focused on potential of using GLCM algorithm for analyzing dermatological diseases, as reported her guide Dr. Naveen K. Gondhi
& Dr. Praveen K. Lehana. Ms. Gupta, who is also an assistant professor at Model Institute
of Engineering & Technology, Jammu, also got an opportunity to interact with eminent
academicians, researcher scholars, scientists and industrial experts across the globe
working in the field of Robotics, Cloud Computing, Artificial Intelligence, Natural Language Processing,
and Machine Learning.

SMVDU Fraternity Takes Pledge on National Unity Day
31st Oct. 2018. Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University fraternity vigorously participated in the pledge taking
ceremony on Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas (National Unity Day) to
foster and reinforce the institution’s dedication to preserve
and strengthen unity, integrity
and security of India on the
Birth Anniversary of Iron Man
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Previously, in this connection the SMVDU fraternity ‘Run for Unity’ when Dr. Sanjeev Jain, Vice-Chancellor,
SMVDU flagged off the rally, and Prof. V. K. Bhat, Registrar, SMVDU guided participants during the
pledge taking ceremony once the rally reached the terminating point. Also, every individual, including
faculty members, students and staff were directed to get online certificate through taking online pledge.
Notably, Rashtirya Ekta Diwas (National Unity Day) was introduced in 2014 by the Govt. of India and
inaugurated by Prime Minister, Narendra Modi to pay tribute to Vallabhbhai Patel, who was instrumental
in keeping India united. Dr. Anil Tewar, HoD, School of Philosophy & Culture, presented the vote of
thanks.

ALUMNI CORNER
Premith Satish
12 LEED Green Associate Graduate Student
MSc. Building Technology Delft University of Technology
“I consider myself extremely fortunate to be taught by some of the north India’s preeminent professors
in architecture, landscape and structural design at School of Architecture and Landscape
Design, SMVD University, J&K. The assignments, I undertook during my bachelor’s program, prepared me for professional life and for much of the design execution work I did
over the years. The course at SALD gave me strong building design development skills and
confidence to diligently engage in most of the work I do now. Also, the broad, interdisciplinary learning experience and interactions with my peers from diverse cultural backgrounds
at the university helped me to think beyond conventional concepts, respect cultural diversity, behoove
sustainable practice and stay technically robust to have had successfully executed many projects in
South Asia, Middle East, and Europe.”

